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Meeting Information  

Shipwrights meet the THIRD Saturday of the month at 
Rockler Woodworking and Hardware, 2553 S. 

Colorado Blvd. Denver. The store opens at 9:00 am 
and the meeting starts at 9:30. 

No August Meeting т Club Picnic instead 

There will not be a club meeting (or presentation) in 
August, instead we are having our Club Picnic. For 

more information, please see the article in this issue. 

Next Meeting: Sept. 21, 2024 

Arvada Workshop  
 The workshop is on the FIRST Saturday of every 

month beginning at 9:00 am at the Arvada City Hall, 
Police entrance. The address: 8101 Ralston Road.  

Next workshop: Sept. 7, 2024 

Officers 
CommodoreвЮЮЮЮ............ Bob Fivehouse 
SkipperвввЮЮЮвввЮЮ.....Martin Jelsema 
First  MateвввЮвввв.... Scott Shilling 
Purserвввв...в..............Scott Shilling 
ClerkвввЮввЮЮЮЮЮ....ЮЮЮвЮЮЮsċǃШ~ĦuĲŸƽŰ 

Committees 
Events Chair: Erik Collett 
Photographer: Jay Phillips 
Historian: Roger Hanson  
Scuttlebutt : Hugh Long 
Webmaster : Rob Cuscaden 
Workshop Chair : Ralph Buckwalter 

Website 
               http://rockymountainshipwrights.org  

Meet Up Group 
https://www.meetup.com/rocky -
mountain-shipwrights/ 
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3ËÉÐÐÅÒȭÓ ,ÏÇ 

Hi, ship mates: 

First up: remember there will be no meeting at Rockler this month, but there will be a picnic instead. It is well-
detailed in this issue. I encourage every member to attend along with their family. If you plan to attend, please let 
Scott Shilling know via email (scott@workweb.io) by August 14th. And if you can, bring something tasty to 
compliment the meat and drink s supplied by the club, including your own beer if you are so inclined. 

With all the summer distractions, model making may take a back seat. But it will not  be too long until autumn is 
upon us. And that means another exhibit in October, and an auction in November. So, I hope each member will 
begin thinking how they can contribute to both events. We will need items for each as well as volunteers to 
manage and implement them. 

In the meantime: Happy modeling! 

Martin Jelsema, Skipper  

RMSW Picnic  ɀ August 17th  

Less than a week ÔÏ ÇÏ ÕÎÔÉÌ ÔÈÅ 2-37ȭÓ ÐÉÃÎÉÃ at Eisenhower Park (Picnic Site 2). If you have not responded via 
email to Scott (scott@workweb.io), please take a second and let him know. 

The picnic will replace the August meeting but will start at about 11:00 am (instead of 9:00 am). The meat 
(burgers, brats, and shaved steak), buns, condiments, and soft drinks will be supplied by the club. If you are in my 
camp, you will  be bringing some adult beverages (beer) as well. Members are encouraged to supply side dishes 
(salads, chips, dessert). Family members are encouraged to come. 

The park is on the east side of Colorado Blvd, about a mile south of Rockler. 

 

 

mailto:scott@workweb.io


Meeting ɀ July 20, 2024 

Our Skipper, Martin Jelsema called the meeting to order at 9:34 am. Members stood at attention and recited the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

¶ Seventeen in attendance, no new members. 

 

Drawing for Rockler Gift Cards:  

¶ Ralph Buckwalter 

 

Announcements  
¶ Our picnic will be held on August 17th at 11 am at Eisenhower Park. See RMSW Picnic ɀ August 17th for 

more information and directions. 
o Family and friends are welcome ɀ and those in attendance said about 20 (members plus family) 

would attend. 
o Contact Scott to sign up to bring items to eat and to serve. 
o An email blast was sent out on July 22nd. Please let Hugh know if you did not receive it so he can 

update our email list. 
¶ Nametags for new members are available, reach out to Rob. 



¶ We have sold one of the three donated ships ɀ "ÁÎÁÒÔȭÓ !ÎÔÅÏ 2ÉÍÏÒÃÈÉÁÔÏÒÅ 0ÏÒÔÕÁÌÅȟ ÁÎ 2# ×ÏÏÄÅÎ 
tug kit. 

o Two more ships remain to be sold ɀ Corel Victory and the Dandy II tuna boat. Contact Kelly 
Kling directly at 850-377-4899 as 20% of the proceeds go to the Club. 

 

0ÕÒÓÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ ɀ Scott Schilling  
¶ RMSW has approximately $8k between checking and savings - $0.23 for June interest. 

o Scott received a debit card to manage small purchases and reduce petty cash. 
¶ Discussion on transferring some of our funds to Bellco Credit Union to earn more interest on long-term 

balances.  
o Motion by Phil, second by Ralph. 
o Discussion:   

¶ Scott indicated that RMSW can get 4.49% on any balance on a 6-month CD. Query on 
how much interest we can make before we must disclose. Jay M answered that the 
limitation is 15% of the annual revenues. 

¶ -ÏÔÉÏÎ ÐÁÓÓÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÏÎÅ Ȱ.ÁÙȱ ÖÏÔÅȢ 

Old Business ɀ None 

New Business ɀ None 

 

Show & Tells 
Ralph B gave an update on the Gjoa 
Norwegian NW Passage boat. The plans 
ÄÏÎȭÔ ÁÇÒÅÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÅÁÃÈ ÏÔÈÅÒ and the 
ÃÏÌÏÒÓ ÄÏÎȭÔ ÓÅÅÍ ÔÏ ÍÁÔÃÈ the plans, 
the pictures, or the actual ship in the 
Fram - The Polar Exploration Museum 
in Oslo, Norway. Ralph continues to 
push on. 
 
 
 
 
 

https://frammuseum.no/our-exhibitions/gjoa-welcome-aboard/


Scott S updated the group on his San Felipe showing that he has completed the stern gallery. He is now working on 
pin rails.  

 
 
Jay M showed the club his Syren Servo-Matic. It serves ropes together. ȰSÅÒÖÅÄȱ is when a smaller diameter rope is 
wound around a larger diameter rope to help prevent fraying when the larger rope rubs against sails or other 
rigging. See page 9 in ÌÁÓÔ ÍÏÎÔÈȭÓ ÉÓÓÕÅ (under Standing Rigging) for more info. 

 
 
 

https://sanfelipe1690.blogspot.com/


Doug G showed his PT-109 Boat ɀ He is contemplating weathering. Discussion on the actual hull materials. He 
×ÏÕÌÄ ÁÐÐÒÅÃÉÁÔÅ ÁÎÙ ÃÏÌÏÒ ÐÈÏÔÏÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ 04ȭÓ ÉÆ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅȢ 

 

 

Presentation ɀ Running Rigging 

Martin Ters gave a presentation on Running Rigging. 
¶ He brought his first project from years ago ɀ #ÏÒÅÌȭÓ Ȱ%ÎÄÅÁÖÏÒȱ 

 
¶ He indicated that his walnut hull has lightened in tone over time. 
¶ Standing vs Running Rigging 

o Standing ɀ tarred 
o Running ɀ not tarred 



 
¶ Advice 

o Put your blocks on the masts and yards ahead of time. 
o If you plan to put on sails, you will need three times the length of running rigging. 
o Use Bees wax to de-fuzz and use thin CA on the knots. 

 
¶ Q&A 

o Scott S ɀ should we darken our blocks? Yes. 
o Scott S ɀ on the Montanes, thin CA darkened the lines to a point. 

¶ Martin T ɀ uses thinned-down PVA glue. 
¶ Bob F ɀ uses shellack on his lines. 



o Scott S ɀ running the rigging down to the pin, how do you do it well? 
¶ Advice on making tools to grab lines, cutting sewing needles at the eye to make a 

gripper and placer for glue. 
¶ Martin ɀ take your time. 

o -ÁÒÔÉÎ * ÈÁÓ ÉÓÓÕÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÒÕÎÎÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÒÉÇÇÉÎÇ ÔÈÏÕÇÈ ÔÈÅ ÆÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÔÏÐ ÌÕÂÂÅÒȭÓ ÈÏÌÅÓȢ From 
TripBucket, the fighting top is the white platform on the lower third of the mast. It is a work 
platform that experienced sailors climbed to when working in the rig. Experienced sailors 
climbed around the outer edge to mount the platform, while the inexperienced lubbers went 
through the lubber's hole near the middle. 

 
10:47 meeting adjourned.  

Get Your Gear 
                            

¶ For polo shirts and vests, ask Steve Lofshult at the next meeting. 

¶ For caps, ask John Lamb at the next meeting (they are back in stock. 

¶ For name badges, ask Rob Cuscaden at the next meeting. 

Workshop ɀ August 3, 2024 

There were ten members in attendance at the workshop. Attendees: Jim Brooks, Jim Cuscaden, Rob Cuscaden, 
Martin Jelsema, Steve Lofshult, Jay Phillips, Scott Schilling, and Phil von der Heydt. 

 

https://tripbucket.com/dreams/dream/rigging-detail/


 

 
 

 



Passing It On 

A while back I picked up a youth kit of the "Bermuda" from 
Alice Sampson's (a Rocky Mountain Shipwright's club 
member) company Seaworthy Small Ships. Alice and her 
business partner Julius Spradley recently took the helm of the 
company and will continue the production of a wide range of 
wooden toy boat model kits. These high-quality kits allow new 
and younger modelers the ability to discover the joys of 
modeling plus their model can sail in about any body of water. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Since 
my grandson is seven ½ (he will tell you that he is 8), I 
thought I would give it a go. He knows about my ship 
models, and was excited to start his own build. After a 
quick rundown of the overall process, he started 
sanding... and sanding, and even more sanding. After he 
was a bit tired of hand sanding, I let him use my hand-
held orbital sander.  

  

He enjoyed using a power tool "all by himselfȱ ÁÎÄ heard 
more than a few times that the tool we will  use most 

often is our patience. 

  

We then added the fin and talked about painting. He wanted a rainbow pattern but accepted my idea of a red hull 
with a black stripe. The rainbow would be on the "deck" 
and "sail". I then explained why we needed to first paint it 
with a primer. 

And while he asked a couple of times "why is it grey?", he 
humored his grandfather, especially when I gave him the 
can of spray paint. I wish I would have taken some pictures, 
but my hands were full of a 7 1/2 year old holding a live can 
of spray paint... 

We then let a few coats of primer dry. 

On his next visit, we went after the red hull - which first 
meant taping it off. As with the primer being grey, he asked 
a few times about the green tape, but again humored me. I 
put the first  piece of tape on, while he did the rest, although 
I helped keep it where we wanted it. I then let him loose 
with the brush-on acrylic red paint and he did a few coats. 

https://www.seaworthysmallships.com/


On his next visit, we removed the tape, and he was AMAZED at the 
results - saying they looked "like an artist had done them". I pointed out 
that "he" was the artist. 

We then taped off for the black stripe and again I let him do a few coats. 

  

 

Unfortunately, that is where we stand as both of our lives have been busy plus I have had covid. Next up will be 
taping off the deck for the rainbow pattern.  

Jefferson County Library Display  
We have a display in the Jefferson County Library, 

highlighting four models, all made by Ralph Buckwalter. 

Thanks go out to Alice Sampson for setting up the display 

case.  

The models are at the Lakewood Library at 10200 W. 20th 

Ave, Lakewood, CO 80215; on 20th, a couple of blocks west 

of Kipling St. The display will run through the end of 

August.  

The four models are: Kate Cory II (top left) , USS Monitor 

(top right) , Fergus (middle), and the Atlantic Luxury Yacht 

(bottom) . For more information on these models, check out 

Ralphȭs models on ÔÈÅ ÃÌÕÂȭÓ websiteȟ ÕÎÄÅÒ ȰShip Modelsȱȟ 

ÔÈÅÎ ȰRalph BuckwalterȱȢ 

 

 

https://rockymountainshipwrights.org/
https://rockymountainshipwrights.org/category/shipwrights/
https://rockymountainshipwrights.org/category/modelers/ralph-buckwalter/


MeetUp.com 

Rocky Mountain Shipwrights is on Meet Up. For those that do not know what Meet Up is, it is an online platform 
for hosting and organizing in-person or virtual activities, gatherings, and events based on interests, hobbies, and 
professions. 

It is free to join, and a terrific way to find activities that you enjoy, from fishing to trivia to model ship building. 
Currently there are fifteen  meetup members . Please note that being a meetup member is different that being a 
member of the club. Meetup allows you to see and RSVP for upcoming events.  

To find us, go to www.meetup.com, and search for Rocky Mountain Shipwrights or go to 
https://www.meetup.com/rocky -mountain-shipwrights/ . 

You will find links to our meetings, workshops, and other events. You will have the ability to RSVP to the events, 
and then download them to your calendar if you like.  

 

Colorado has a number of great museums (Denver Museum of Nature & Science, Denver Art Museum, and the 
Molly Brown House Museum ÔÏ ÎÁÍÅ Á ÆÅ×Ɋȟ ÂÕÔ ÌÅÔȭÓ ÆÁÃÅ ÉÔȣ ÎÏÎÅ ÃÁÔÅÒ ÔÏ ÏÕÒ ÈÏÂÂÙȢ %ÁÒÌÉÅÒ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ 
searching for things to do in Puerto Vallarta that were related to ship or model making, I ran across a few 
reviews for the Naval Museum of 
Mexico called the Museos Historico 
Naval. 

And then when I looked to see where 
it was, I found out it is less than a 10-
minute walk from our 
ÃÏÎÄÏÍÉÎÉÕÍȣ  

Without knowing, I have walked past 
it almost every day I am down here 
on my morning walk for the past 2 
years. My wife would tell you that is 
just another example of how I am not 
observant, but I have asked a number of my friends down here about it, and none knew what it was until they 
looked up at the name near the top of the building.  

Now to be honest, while on my morning walks on the Malecon, my eyes are normally looking in other directions, 
either looking out towards the Bay of Banderas, or just people watching on the Malecon, or for safety sake - down 
at the Malecon (the walkways down here are definitely not ADA compliant ɀ ÂÕÔ )ȭÍ ÉÎ -ÅØÉÃÏ ÁÎÄ !$! ÓÔÁÎÄ ÆÏÒ 
Americans with Disabilities Act). For the most part, I am not looking at the buildings, stores, or restaurants. 

4ÈÅ ÍÕÓÅÕÍ ÈÁÓ ÆÉÖÅ ÔÈÅÍÅÄ ÒÏÏÍÓ ÁÎÄ ÏÖÅÒ ρυπ ÁÒÔÉÆÁÃÔÓ ÔÈÁÔ ÉÌÌÕÓÔÒÁÔÅ ÔÈÅ ÈÉÓÔÏÒÙ ÏÆ -ÅØÉÃÏȭÓ ÎÁÖÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ 
ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÎÑÕÅÓÔ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ÐÒÅÓÅÎÔȟ ÈÉÇÈÌÉÇÈÔÉÎÇ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÕÎÔÒÙȭÓ ÌÏÎÇ-standing connection to the sea. The museum 
houses permanent collections of naval uniforms, photos, paintings, maps, charts, and navigation instruments. 
There are also scale models of forts, topographic scale models of the Mexican Republic and several of its ports, 
and what I was really interested in, scale models of both historic a nd modern vessels . And once you walked 
into the air-conditioned building, just about everything had translations to English.  

 

There are a number of audio-visual exhibitions, but 
unfortunately, not all were working and none of them were 
translated into English. Lucky for me there were not many 
people in the museum on the day I was there, so no one was 
upset at me standing at the displays with Google Translate ɀ 
Camera on my phone running. 

 

A Day at the Museum 

https://www.meetup.com/rocky-mountain-shipwrights/
https://www.dmns.org/
https://www.denverartmuseum.org/en
https://mollybrown.org/


Towards the end, there is a unique, five-screen navigation simulator that allowed me to try to pilot a large ship 
into port through different conditions and environments. Unfortunately there were not any instructions, but I felt 
pretty good about only crashing my ship three times in about 10 minutes. 

 

 

Museum Model Displays 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 










