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3ËÉÐÐÅÒȭÓ ,ÏÇ 
It is hard to believe that summer is almost over, and we only have two meetings at rockers to prepare and plan 
for in October boat show. I hope that many of you have finished a new model this year and are thinking about 
how we might coordinate the boats in the show to tell a story about maritime history. As soon as you are sure 
×ÈÉÃÈ ÍÏÄÅÌÓ ÙÏÕ ÁÒÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÓÈÏ× ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ !ÌÉÃÅ ÓÏ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÃÁÎ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ ×ÈÁÔ ) ÃÁÌÌ ȰÍÕÓÅÕÍ ÃÁÒÄÓȢȱ 

We expect to have new flyers for distribution soon. I hope that each of you takes a few and hands them around to 
all our usual haunts. Any of you that have in the past contacted the Denver Post and other press outlets, please do 
so again. We are looking at October 16, 17, and 18th for the show. 

I look forward to seeing you all at the August 15 meeting. I expect one or more new members to arrive and as 
usual for us to make him feel welcome. I find new members are a great stimulus to our teaching skills and 
knowledge of maritime history. 

Fair winds and following seas. 

 

Phil  
Phil von der Heydt, Skipper 

Bvdh@aol.com 
817 832 7631 

June 18, 2026 Meeting 

 There were twenty-two in attendance, including 1 guest (g) and 7 online members (z) for the meeting. They 
were Fred Bell, Ralph Buckwalter, Ross Clark (z), Terry Duffin, Bob Fivehouse, Martin Jelsema (z), Steve Lofshult, 
Hugh Long (z), Matt Madrid, Dave Niss, Carrol (g) & Jay 
Phillips, Jeff Potter (z), Bruce Ream, Bob Rushforth, Alice 
Sampson, Tom Scheerer (z), Scott Shilling (z), Chuck 
Stroble, Martin Ters, Phil van der Heydt, and John Worgan 
(z) 

 

Skipper Phil vdH called the meeting to order at 9:37am and 
led the group in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

 
Online Attendees ς clockwise from top left: Hugh L, Jeff P, 
Phil vdH & Steve S at meeting, Tom S, Martin J, John W, 

Ross C, and Scott S 

¢ƻƳ { ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ ƻŦŦ Ƙƛǎ ά²ȅƻƳƛƴƎέ wa{² ǾŜǎǘ 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dave N & Phil vdH 

Matt M, Bob F, Ralph B, Bob R, Alice S, Bruce R, Fred B, Martin T, Terry D, Chuck S, and Steve L 

Steve L 

Fred B and Steve L        Chuck S 



 

After the 3ËÉÐÐÅÒȭÓ ÁÎÄ 0ÕÒÓÅÒȭÓ ÒÅÐÏÒÔÓȟ ÁÎÙ new member introductions, the new and old business items of the 
club were discussed. Until the website is back up, members can contact the club for the full minutes. 

There were two new members at the meeting, Matt Madrid and Bruce Ream. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Before closing the meeting, Tom Scheerer reminded the group of the upcoming 50th anniversary of the Big 
Thompson flood. Tom was there with friends during this horrendous event.  

On July 31, 1976, heavy rainfall caused the Big Thompson River in Colorado to flood, causing at least 144 deaths, 
more than 250 injuries, and at least 5 others to be missing. The flood was caused by a stalled thunderstorm 
complex that produced rainfall totals of 12ɀ14 inches near Estes Park, Colorado, including 7.5 inches of rain that 
fell in one hour. Cresting at 30 feet, the flood caused widespread damage along the river totaling almost $40 
million ($150 million in 2016 USD). It is considered one of the deadliest floods in the state's history. 

 
 

Matt M, Martin T, Bob R, Bruce R, Bob F, Alice S, Chuck S, Fred B, Steve S 

mailto:rockymountainshipwrights1991@gmail.com


Ralph B brought up that one of our founding members, Terry Godwin, has a model at the Annapolis Naval Academy 
Museum. His scratch-built build of the USS Lofberg, DD-759, (an Allen M. Sumner-class destroyer) was in service 
between 1945 and 1971. When the model was accepted in the Museum, Terry and Jon Sorenson drove the model 
out to Maryland. 

 

Baby Flat Tops on the Columbia River- the WWII Casablanca Escort Carriers 

By Jay Phillips 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Casablanca-class ships were a mass-produced series of 50 
American escort carriers (CVEs) built by Henry J. Kaiser's shipyards 
during World War II. Known as "jeep carriers," they served as the 
vital, cost-effective backbone for air support and antisubmarine 
patrols. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVEs were named after bays and bodies 
of water in south-east Alaska but later 
changed to the names of battle. 

Sailors also referred to CVE as 
Combustible, Vulnerable, and 
Expendable. 

 

There were 50 CVEs completed between July 1943 and July 1944. None of the ships remain; all were scrapped. 

https://www.usna.edu/Museum/index.php
https://www.usna.edu/Museum/index.php


 

The original plan was for them to provide protection for 
merchant convoys in the North Atlantic as the Navy did not 
have any aircraft carriers to spare. 

 

 

 

Bogue class and 
Sangamon class 
were available but 
were not good 
carriers. 

Henry J. Kaiser had a plan to build CVEs in an assembly style manner, 
making them fast and cheap to build. 

 

 

 

Six CVEs could be built in 
the time it took to build a 
full -sized carrier. They 
were also 14 times 
cheaper. 

They were small and slow 
in comparison to carriers. 

 

 

 

They were considered small, slow, used welded hulls, had light armor, 
used old tech engines, and could carry around 1/3 of the planes as a full-
sized carrier. 

They were not the best design, but they could be built fast and cheap. 

They were 490 feet long with a fully loaded displacement of roughly 
10,902 tons and were powered by two reciprocating steam engines 
generating 9,000 horsepower for a top speed of 20 knots. 

 



The BuShips (Bureau of Ships) and thus the Navy refused their construction as they only wanted the biggest and 
best.  

Kaiser convinced President Roosevelt to build them, and due to the World War, the Navy would use them. 

Once they were built, the Navy realized that they had more uses than convoy escort. Using them would free up 
ÃÁÒÒÉÅÒÓ ÆÏÒ ÍÏÒÅ ȰÉÍÐÏÒÔÁÎÔȱ ÔÁÓËÓȢ 3ÉÎÃÅ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ Ȱ%ØÐÅÎÄÁÂÌÅȱȟ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÏÕÌÄ ÂÅ ÓÅÎÔ ÔÏ ÁÒÅÁÓ ×ÈÅÒÅ ÉÔ ×ÁÓ ÎÏÔ 
prudent to send a carrier. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Kaiser owned three shipyards in the Portland-Vancouver area, and over the course of three years, a total of 752 
ships (not all CVEs) were built in these 31 slips. This is an average of one completed ship every day and a half. 

Twelve slipways in Vancouver along with a 3,000-foot outfitting pier.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVEs were built in 
stages across the 
three shipyards with 
support from a few 
other entities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

While the original plan was to use CVEs for convoy protection 
in the North Atlantic, they almost completely were used in the 
Pacific. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CVEs typically carried 25 to 30 aircraft, mixing 16 
Grumman FM-2 Wildcat fighters (a variant of the F4F) 
and 12 Grumman TBF Avenger torpedo bombers.  

 

 

 



 

 

 

Only five CVEs were sent to the Atlantic, and the USS 
Guadalcanal (CVE-60), captured U-505 submarine which 
is now on permanent display in Chicago. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the Pacific, CVEs played a huge role in the Battle off Samar Island. The unit was called Taffy 3 (Task Unit 3) as six 
CVEs were involved in the US invasion of the Philippines. The Japanese wrongfully assumed that they would have 
smooth sailing through the San Bernadino Straight and ran into Taffy 3. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On October 25, 1944, two CVEs from the Taffy 3 Task Unit were sunk by Japanese forces. The USS Gambier Bay 
(CVE-73) was sunk by Japanese heavy cruiser gunfire after being targeted at close range. She holds the tragic 
distinction of being the only U.S. Navy aircraft carrier sunk by surface gunfire during World War II. The USS St. Lo 
(CVE-63) was sunk by a kamikaze attack later that day. A Japanese Zero crashed through her flight deck, 
detonating her torpedo and bomb magazines. She was the first major U.S. warship ever sunk by a kamikaze suicide 
strike. 

 

 

After the war, the remaining CVEs continued to be 
Ȱ%ØÐÅÎÄÁÂÌÅȱ ÁÓ ÔÈÅÙ ×ÅÒÅ ÁÌÌ ÓÃÒÁÐÐÅÄȟ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÁÒÅ ÎÏÎÅ ÉÎ 
existence today. 



 

 

Jay will be making the USS Gambier Bay. It will be a 
1:400 scale finishing out at 15 inches, and he plans on 
only building one of each style of the two aircraft 
carried on a CVE.  

 

6ÅÒÙ ÌÉÔÔÌÅ ÐÁÉÎÔÉÎÇ ×ÉÌÌ ÂÅ ÎÅÅÄÅÄ ÏÎ *ÁÙȭÓ ÐÁÐÅÒ 
model, and only the edge of each part needs to be 
ÐÁÉÎÔÅÄ ÔÏ ȰÈÉÄÅȱ ÔÈÅ ×ÈÉÔÅ ÐÁÐÅÒ ÓÔÏÃËȢ 

Below are examples of a 1:200 scale paper model of 
the USS Gambier Bay. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Show and Tell 

"ÏÂ &ÉÖÅÈÏÕÓÅ ɀ 33 )ÎÓÕÌÉÎÄÅ 

At the meeting, "ÏÂȭÓ scratch-built SS Insulinde was almost complete and was 
shown in its case. It was completed shortly after the class. The completed build is 
showcased later in this issue. 

Bob detailed the lifeboat davits used on this ship. They are Welin Quadrant davits. 
This type of davit was used on the RMS Titanic. Welin quadrant davits are 
recognizable by their unique curved arms and a distinct toothed, geared base that 
rolls along a horizontal track. This historic design allowed a single set of davits to 
swing out multiple lifeboats consecutively by turning a manual crank.  

Bob uses MDF for the Ȱwaterȱ of his bases as MDF is easier to carve as there is no grain. 

 



The few remaining items to complete are the mast, funnels, king posts, and ventilators. 

"ÒÕÃÅ 2ÅÁÍ ɀ !ÒÍÅÄ 6ÉÒÇÉÎÉÁ 3ÌÏÏÐ ρχχψ 

New member Bruce Ream showed the group his Armed Virginia Sloop 1778. He started building models and 
specialized in larger radio-controlled airplanes but has migrated to model ships as they are small enough to get out 
of his basement. 

The Virginia Sloop was his third model ship. It is a plank on bulkhead Model Shipways kit that he displays on a 
slipway. He learned a lot about model ship building on YouTube. 

 Welcome to 
the 
Shipwrights 
Bruce! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2ÁÌÐÈ "ÕÃË×ÁÌÔÅÒ ɀ 2/+2 3ÅÁÈÏÒÓÅ "ÁÒÑÕÅ 

Ralph was recently visiting his brother in 
California, and his brother showed him his 
ÌÁÔÅÓÔ ÍÏÄÅÌȢ )Ô ÉÓ Á ×ÏÏÄÅÎ ȰÐÕÚÚÌÅȱ ÍÏÄÅÌ ÏÆ 
the Seahorse Barque. The model is from 
ROKR. These puzzles do not use wood, but 
rather a LOT of tiny screws. This kit has a 
little over 600 pieces.  

These puzzles are quite detailed, and are 
fairly inexpensive, with this one being around 
$50. The Seahorse includes black sails, 
carved details, and a seahorse figurehead on 
this Baroque-era warship. Really no tools (other than a screwdriver) are needed, and the parts come pre-cut and 
painted. 

They are made for those 14 or older, so they are great for our members ɀ or for their grandkids. 

 

 

https://www.rokronline.com/en-mx/products/rokr-the-seahorse-barque-3d-wooden-puzzle-mcb02
https://www.rokronline.com/en-mx


-ÅÅÔÉÎÇ ÃÌÏÓÉÎÇ 

The meeting was adjourned at 11:26am. 

3ËÉÐÐÅÒȭÓ ,ÕÎÃÈ ÎÅØÔ ÄÏÏÒ ÁÔ BoHeo Pho Kitchen 

¶ Five people took advantage of the lunch. 

 

August 1 Workshop 

There were five club members plus one guest at the August workshop. The attendees were Ralph Buckwalter, 

Steve Lofshult, Carol (g) & Jay Phillips, Martin Ters, and Phil van der Heydt. 

(ÅÒÅȭÓ ×ÈÁÔ ÅÖÅÒÙÏÎÅ ÉÓ working on: 

¶ Ralph Buckwalter: Berbice Baltimore Clipper 

¶ Steve Lofshult: Purser duties 

¶ Jay Phillips: Research on ancient Mediterranean ships 

¶ Martin Ters: Royal Caroline 1749 

¶ Phil van der Heydt: SS Donuts 

 

 

 

 

 

Ralph B, Martin T, Steve L, and Phil vdH 

Ralph B         Steve L       Jay P 

Martin T and Phil vdH 

https://www.boheorestaurant.com/


 

 

August 15, 2026, Meeting Agenda 

Please join us on Saturday August 15th at Rockler Woodworking and Hardware for our monthly meeting. The 

store opens at 9:00 am and the meeting starts at 9:30 am. Rockler is located at 2553 S. Colorado Blvd. Denver, 

Colorado 80222. 

Click here to stream the Rocky Mountain Shipwright meeting 

¶ Flag Ceremony 
¶ 3ËÉÐÐÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 
¶ 0ÕÒÓÅÒȭÓ 2ÅÐÏÒÔ 
¶ Old Business 
¶ New Business 
¶ BREAK  
¶ Presentation 

o TBD 
¶ Show and Tell 
¶ Adjourn 
¶ 3ËÉÐÐÅÒȭÓ ÌÕÎÃÈȡ "Ï (ÅÏ Pho  

Rocky Mountain Shipwrights Meetings are Streaming 

Within the next few months, we will be switching Zoom accounts ÔÏ ÔÈÅ #ÌÕÂȭÓ :ÏÏÍ own account, which will 

change the link and log in information. There is nothing to do right now, just know that it is coming. As we get 

closer to the change, more information will be sent out. 

The link to join the stream is Rocky Mountain Shipwright meeting.  

¶ Meeting ID: 873 8516 5128 

¶ Passcode: 887438 

Please remember that our meetings are on the third Saturday of the month, starting at 9:30 am (mountain). 

Rocky Mountain Shipwright Online Presence 

In addition to the Rocky Mountain Shipwrights website, we also have a YouTube channel. 

Please let us know how you would like either of these platforms to improve, as well as how you would like the 

Scuttlebutt improved. 

Please let us know specific topics you would like to see.  

Martin T            Ralph B and Carol P 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87385165128?pwd=1Krb5T8A0btmtGnJaZy2nMQ1p53Lcl.1
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87385165128?pwd=1Krb5T8A0btmtGnJaZy2nMQ1p53Lcl.1
https://rockymountainshipwrights.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkrXBZFeKVkTn0zVZXXO7bA


Rocky Mountain Shipwrights in the News! 

Over the last couple of weeks, ) ÒÁÎ ÁÃÒÏÓÓ ÔÈÅ Ô×Ï ȰÎÅ×Óȱ ÐÉÅÃÅÓ below about the Shipwrights. While they are 
both dated, they are still interesting. 

Hobbyists Float Their Boats with Shipbuilding ɀ From the Denver Post on December 16, 2012 

Rocky Mountain Shipwrights ɀ From Virtualight (no date listed) 

Sail4th250 in Boston 

Sail4th250 was covered in the June issue of the Scuttlebutt and on Ships of Scale there was a great piece on the 
Boston portion of the event. The post can be found here. Take a look as there were a lot of great pictures as the 
Ȱ4ÁÌÌ 3ÈÉÐÓȱ ÔÏÏË ÏÖÅÒ "ÏÓÔÏÎ (ÁÒÂÏÒȢ ! ÆÅ× ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÓÈÉÐÓ 
were: 

¶ Mayflower II 
¶ Gorch Fock 
¶ Esmeralda 
¶ Sagres 
¶ Kalmar Nyckel 
¶ Oestershelder 
¶ USCG Eagle 
¶ Amerigo Vespucci 
¶ Pride of Baltimore II 
¶ Virginia 
¶ Elissa 
¶ U.S.S. Constitution 
¶ Lynx 
¶ Juan Bautista Cambiaso 
¶ And many others. 

The post also showed a side trip nearby to Mystic, 
Connecticut to see the Mystic Seaport & Museum where 
they got to see the Charles W. Morgan unfurl her sails, 
board the schooner L.A. Dutton to see her re-framing, and 
saw the Emma C. Berry Noank up close and personal. 

)ȭÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÌÕÃËÙ ÅÎÏÕÇÈ ÔÏ ÓÅÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÏÕÒ several tall ships, but 
I am amazed each and every time. 

 

 

 

 

Please look at these beautiful ships AND please 
share with me any of the ships or museums ÙÏÕȭÖÅ 
been lucky enough to visit. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.denverpost.com/2012/12/16/hobbyists-float-their-boats-with-shipbuilding/
http://virtualight.com/?p=813
https://sail4th.org/
https://rockymountainshipwrights.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/2026_06_Scuttlebutt_uncompressed.pdf
https://shipsofscale.com/sosforums/threads/sail250-boston-today.19701/


"ÏÂ &ÉÖÅÈÏÕÓÅȭÓ 33 )ÎÓÕÌÉÎÄÅ 

Bob has finished his work on the SS Insulinde, and it is now ready to gift to his friend. Great job Bob!  

The SS Insulinde was built in 1914 by the Schelde shipyard for the Dutch shipping company Rotterdamsche 
Lloyd. She was a traditional passenger-freight steam vessel propelled by a triple-expansion steam engine. 

She regularly serviced the colonial route between Rotterdam and Jakarta (then Batavia).  In 1933, she was sold to 
the French company Fabre Line and renamed the Banfora, eventually serving as a troop transport during World 
War II.  

While diesel-powered motor vessels (MVs or MSs) were just starting to emerge in the 1910s, the Insulinde relied 
entirely on steam power throughout her active life until she was scrapped in 1957. 

 

 



 

 

 

Please zoom in for a bit of history on the SS Insulinde. 



 

So, Bob, what do you plan on working on next? 

Get Your Swag 
   
                         

¶ For polo shirts, caps, and vests, ask Steve Lofshult at any meeting. 

¶ For name badges, ask Rob Cuscaden at any meeting. 

 

 

 Sources of Tools, Supplies & Services 

Rocky Mountain Shipwrights is not affiliated with any of the companies in the lists below (other than the fact that 

we meet on the 3rd  Saturday of each month at Rock lerȭÓ). 

The first list is of selected on-line suppliers. The second list is of local suppliers of goods and services that could 
be of value to ship modelers. And the third list is of additional resources. Think of th ese lists as incomplete. If 
you use or have discovered others, please email them to RockyMountainShipwrights1991@gmail.com and they 
will be added to the lists. With your contributions, we can make these lists a more comprehensive and valuable 
resource.  

Useful Websites 

7ÉÔÈ ÔÏÄÁÙȭÓ ÁÃÃÅÓÓ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ ×ÅÂȟ ÔÈÅÒÅ ÉÓ Á ÈÕÇÅ ÁÍÏÕÎÔ ÏÆ ÕÓÅÆÕÌ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÉÐ ÍÏÄÅÌÅÒÓȢ (ÅÒÅ ÉÓ a 
brief list  that was pulled from Ships Of Scale.  

Please send any links that you find useful, and we will  add them to the list. 

Ship plans of the Royal Museums Greenwich 
¶ 3000 contemporary ship plans, 800 of which are high resolution. 

Royal Museum Greenwich collection of contemporary ships plans   
¶ Royal Museum Greenwich collection of contemporary ships plans (low resolution for free), paintings, 

contracts, and more. 

The Elements and Practice of Rigging And Seamanship, 1794, by David Steel  
¶ David Steelȭs book on rigging and seamanship. 

mailto:RockyMountainShipwrights1991@gmail.com
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Ship_plans_of_the_Royal_Museums_Greenwich
https://www.rmg.co.uk/collections
https://maritime.org/doc/steel/







