
November 2026 

Show Your True Colors! 
Monthly Meeting 

Shipwrights normally meet the THIRD Saturday of the 
month at Rockler Woodworking and Hardware. The 

store opens at 9:00 am and the meeting starts at 
9:30. 

 2553 S. Colorado Blvd. Denver, CO 80222 
Next Meeting November 21, 2026 

Click here to stream the Rocky Mountain Shipwright meeting 

November Presentations 

Bob Fivehouse’s presentations: “The Big Four” and 
“How do you measure?” 

 

Arvada Workshop 
 The workshop is on the FIRST Saturday of every 

month, beginning at 9:00 am at the Arvada City Hall, 
Police entrance.  

8101 Ralston Road, Arvada, CO 80002  

Next Workshop December 5, 2026 

Officers 
  Commodore……………….…...Martin Jelsema 
  Skipper……………………… Phil von der Heydt 
  First Mate……..….……………. Alice Sampson 
  Purser…………...….................Steve Lofshult 
  Clerk……….……................……Jay McKeown 

Committees 
  Photographer: Jay Phillips 
  Historian: Bruce Bollenbach 
  Scuttlebutt: Hugh Long 
  Webmaster: Dave Niss/Martin Jelesma 
  Workshop Chair: Ralph Buckwalter 
  Librarians: Alice Sampson 

Website 
   http://rockymountainshipwrights.org 
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Skipper’s Log 
Congratulations to everyone on a spectacular boat show! About 20 Shipwrights brought almost 60 boats to the 
show. We had well over 200 visitors who were hosted by a parade of charming Shipwrights. The Shipwrights’ 
store managed by Steve was remarkably successful and we were able to find new homes for three constructed 
models and a wide variety of plastic model kits. 

I am extremely excited about the amount of technology that was involved in the show, starting with James’s 
effort to advertise on Facebook, TikTok, and Instagram. Subsequently Jay and Dave made a huge effort to 
photograph each of the boats in the show and those pictures are now in a boat show video put together by Hugh.  

As you know, our meetings are available online and we are having more folks participate every month. In 
addition, I am looking forward to instituting AI generated minutes starting in the first of the year. This will make 
the job of clerk a simple ask of minor editing and posting of the minutes every month. 

Right now, we have almost 100 listed members on our roster, and I worry about those folks that we have not 
seen or heard from in a long time. Only 40 folks paid their dues last year, so we do not know whether they are no 
longer interested or just did not have an easy way to pay their dues. So, this year we are going to make every 
effort to make it possible to pay your dues online…. Another technology to be utilized! 

We have an exciting program planned for the November meeting, and some planning to do for the new year. 
Make sure that you come to the meeting or connect online to hear Bob Fivehouse’s presentations: “The Big Four” 
and “How do you measure?” 

Fair winds and following seas. 

Phil  
Phil von der Heydt, Skipper 

Bvdh@aol.com 
817 832 7631 

  

2026 Model Boat Show 

The Rocky Mountain Shipwright Model Boat Show was held from Friday October 16th through Sunday October 
18th at Rockler Woodworking. 

A total of 331 attendees perused the 55 models on display. A hearty “THANK YOU” to those of you that either 
attended or displayed a model. 

 

Here is a quick view of each ship. The award winners are listed below the pictures. For a video displaying all the 
models, please go to The Rocky Mountain Shipwrights 2026 Model Boat Show. 

https://youtu.be/rXrBVjCiDW0


 

 

 

 

     

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 



 

 

     

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

   

 



 

 

   

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

There were two awards: People’s Choice and Modeler’s Choice. Modeler’s 
Choice is for current members only, while People’s Choice is for non-
members. Each ballot allowed the person to vote for three different models: 
first choice, second choice, and third choice. The voter cannot vote for the 
same model for all three choices, and modelers could not vote for their own 
models.  

 
Scoring: 

• A first-choice vote will get 4 points. 

• A second-choice vote will get 2 points.       

• A third-choice vote will get 1 point. 

 

Modeler’s Choice: 

Sovereign of the Seas by Martin Ters (20 points) 

Matthew Turner by Ralph Buckwalter (8 points) 

Flying Cloud by Jeffrey Ross (7 points) 

 

People’s Choice: 

Sovereign of the Seas by Martin Ters (87 points) 

Wappen Von Hanberg by Martin Ters (27 points) 

Santisima Trinadad by Michael Caramia (21 points) 

 

 

September 5, 2026 - Workshop 

There were ten club members at the November workshop. The attendees were Jim Brooks, Terry Duffin, Bob 

Fivehouse, Martin Jelsema, Steve Lofshult, David Niss, Jay Phillips, Martin Ters, Phil van der Heydt, and James 

Webster. 

Here is what everyone is working on: 

• Jim Brooks: Oars 

• Terry Duffin: Swift II 1805 

• Bob Fivehouse: Suevic 

• Martin Jelsema: Rattlesnake 

• Steve Lofshult: Purser duties 

• Dave Niss: Half-hull Planking Model 

• Jay Phillips: WWII Casablanca Class Escort Carrier 

• Martin Ters: Royal Caroline 1749 

• Phil van der Heydt: SS Donuts 

• James Webster: HMS Beagle 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

James W, Terry D, Phil vdH, Dave N, Martin T, and Steve L Dave N, Terry D, Martin T, and Jim B 

Martin T and Phil vdH 

Martin J and Bob F Martin J, James W, and Bob F 



 

 

 

 

How I Made My First Flags: Moving Beyond the Jolly Roger 

Last month I detailed how to design and make custom flags, but I ran into some obstacles and could not make them 
until after publication. With those cleared, here is how I created the flag and pennant for El Molino. 

Standard kit-supplied flags often feel oversized and generic on a 17th-century galleon. Taking advantage of artistic 
license, I decided to fabricate custom scale colors from scratch, giving El Molino a distinct identity while developing 
a repeatable technique for realistic model flags. 

Designing & Proportioning Scale Heraldry 

Collaborating with Claude AI, I lofted a personalized 
design: a vibrant red water mill wheel (from our condo's 
logo) over a wavy water line against a solid black 
swallowtail field. To ensure the artwork folded cleanly 
around the halyard without clipping the tail's V-notch, 
the mill icon was centered specifically on the rectangular 
body of the flag. 

Phil vdH, Dave N, Martin J, James W, Bob F, and Martin T 

Jay P Jim B and Phil vdH 



The kit-supplied Jolly Roger (1.23” x 1.9”) scaled up to an absurd 10x15 feet (absurd for this size of galleon). My 
initial tests at 0.66” x 1.0” felt slightly undersized, so I settled on 0.72” x 1.07” (6x9 feet at 1:100 scale) - offering a 
clear visual presence without overpowering the rest of the ship. I 
paired this with a matching 2.5” x 0.22” (21x2 feet at 1:100 scale) 
commissioning pennant for the main topmast. 

The Carrier-Sheet Printing Technique 

Following a tip from Bob Fivehouse, I evaluated glassine paper - a 
smooth, translucent paper made from wood pulp - alongside 
cigarette paper.  

Printing directly onto such delicate media jams printer rollers, so 
I used the Carrier-Sheet Method which was detailed last month.  

1. Carrier Draft: Print a draft black-and-white copy of your flag layout on 

standard copy paper as a guide. 

2. Mount Media: Place the flag material directly over the target, securing 

edges with low-tack painter's tape (painted side down). 

3. Color Pass: Re-feed the carrier sheet into the printer per your printer's 

tray orientation instructions. 

4. Mirrored Layout: Print a double-sided mirrored layout (two copies 

joined at the hoist with a 0.5 mm center gap) for clean folding. 

Bench Trials 

I assessed five combinations of paper, backings, 
and sealants.  

They were: 

1. Cigarette paper (no white back, satin varnish) 

2. Glassine (white back, satin varnish) 

3. Glassine (white back, no varnish) 

4. Cigarette paper (white back, satin varnish) 

5. Cigarette paper (white back, no varnish) 

The results were clear: 

• Sealants: Water-based satin varnish caused 

severe ink smearing. Beacon Stiffen Stuff fabric spray stiffened the paper without bleeding the dye (though 

adding slight gloss). Skipping sealant entirely worked fine. 

• Substrates: Painting the reverse side of both glassine and cigarette paper white significantly boosted color 

saturation and opacity. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Verdict 

I selected white-backed unvarnished cigarette paper for the main stern ensign due to its realistic thin drape and for 
the long, narrow mainmast pennant, I used the slightly stiffer white-backed glassine. 

 

Fabrication, Rigging & Wind-Billow Shaping 

Final assembly brought the flags to life: 

• I fabricated four 2.0 mm hoist rings by reshaping oval chain links around an awl. 

 

 

 

• I brushed PVA white glue on interior 

faces, laid a 0.15 mm tan line along the 

hoist fold, and aligned the halves. (Tip: leave generous line tails for 

easier ring tying!). 

 

 

 

 

 

• While the PVA was damp, I contoured the flags over items 

found on my bench to lock in natural wind-driven billows. 

 

• Once dry, I touched up the exposed white paper edges using 

fine-point art markers that matched the color of the flag. 

Flying the Colors 

After mounting a 20° aft-raked 
stern staff on the poop deck 
taffrail (with a gold-painted 
parrel-bead truck and figure-
eight block), halyards were 
threaded through the hoist 
rings and secured to deck 
anchors. A strategic drop of CA 
glue locked the flags in line 
with the sails' starboard brace. 



 

El Molino’s colors are officially raised - proving a workbench detour can yield both custom character and a handy 
technique for the builder's notebook! 

November 21, 2026, Meeting Agenda 

Please join us on Saturday November 21st at Rockler Woodworking and Hardware for our monthly meeting. The 

store opens at 9:00 am and the meeting starts at 9:30 am. Rockler is located at 2553 S. Colorado Blvd. Denver, 

Colorado 80222. 

Click here to stream the Rocky Mountain Shipwright meeting 

• Flag Ceremony 
• Skipper’s Report 
• Purser’s Report 
• Old Business 
• New Business 

o The Holiday Party; a new team? 
• BREAK  
• History & Mystery 

o Bob Fivehouse – “The Big Four” 
• Shipwright Technology 

o Bob Fivehouse - “How Do You 
Measure?” 

• Show and Tell 
• Adjourn 
• Skipper’s lunch: Bo Heo Pho  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87385165128?pwd=1Krb5T8A0btmtGnJaZy2nMQ1p53Lcl.1


Rocky Mountain Shipwrights Meetings are Streaming 

Within the next few months, we will be switching Zoom accounts to the Club’s Zoom own account, which will 

change the link and log in information. There is nothing to do right now, just know that it is coming. As we get 

closer to the change, more information will be sent out. 

The link to join the stream is Rocky Mountain Shipwright meeting.  

• Meeting ID: 873 8516 5128 

• Passcode: 887438 

Please remember that our meetings are on the third Saturday of the month, starting at 9:30 am (mountain). 

Rocky Mountain Shipwright Online Presence 

In addition to the Rocky Mountain Shipwrights website, we also have a YouTube channel. 

Please let us know how you would like either of these platforms to improve, as well as how you would like the 

Scuttlebutt improved. 

Please let us know specific topics you would like to see.  

 

Get Your Swag 
   
                         

• For polo shirts, caps, and vests, ask Steve Lofshult at any meeting. 

• For name badges, ask Rob Cuscaden at any meeting. 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87385165128?pwd=1Krb5T8A0btmtGnJaZy2nMQ1p53Lcl.1
https://rockymountainshipwrights.org/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCkrXBZFeKVkTn0zVZXXO7bA


 Sources of Tools, Supplies & Services 

Rocky Mountain Shipwrights is not affiliated with any of the companies in the lists below (other than the fact that 

we meet on the 3rd Saturday of each month at Rockler’s). 

The first list is of selected on-line suppliers. The second list is of local suppliers of goods and services that could 
be of value to ship modelers. And the third list is of additional resources. Think of these lists as incomplete. If 
you use or have discovered others, please email them to RockyMountainShipwrights1991@gmail.com and they 
will be added to the lists. With your contributions, we can make these lists a more comprehensive and valuable 
resource.  

Useful Websites 

With today’s access to the web, there is a huge amount of useful information available to ship modelers. Here is a 
brief list that was pulled from Ships Of Scale.  

Please send any links that you find useful, and we will add them to the list. 

Ship plans of the Royal Museums Greenwich 
• 3000 contemporary ship plans, 800 of which are high resolution. 

Royal Museum Greenwich collection of contemporary ships plans   
• Royal Museum Greenwich collection of contemporary ships plans (low resolution for free), paintings, 

contracts, and more. 

The Elements and Practice of Rigging And Seamanship, 1794, by David Steel  
• David Steel’s book on rigging and seamanship. 

A primer on planking  
• Planking tutorial by David Antscherl 

Textbook of Seamanship, 1891  
• Textbook on seamanship 1891 

The Rigging of HMS Invincible 
• A study of the rigging of HMS Invincible 

Photographing Scale Models 

Universal Dictionary of the Marine 
• Useful for maritime definitions, both English as well as French sea terms. 

Original contracts of various ships and eras 

Library of Congress 
• Library of Congress – Search from home page for detailed plans and photos.  

mailto:RockyMountainShipwrights1991@gmail.com
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Ship_plans_of_the_Royal_Museums_Greenwich
https://www.rmg.co.uk/collections
https://maritime.org/doc/steel/
https://www.sdshipmodelersguild.org/documents/presentations/APrimerOnPlanking.pdf
https://maritime.org/doc/luce/index.php
https://eprints.bournemouth.ac.uk/37484/1/COUSINS,%20Thomas_M.Res_2022.pdf
https://anadventureinawesome.com/2021/01/24/photographing-scale-models/
https://www.gutenberg.org/files/57705/57705-h/57705-h.htm
https://www.rmg.co.uk/collections/objects/search/contract
https://www.loc.gov/


Online Suppliers 
Nautical Hobby Shops  
Ages of Sail 
Kits, parts, plans, supplies, and tools.  
 

Blue Jacket Shipcrafters 
Kits, parts, plans, supplies, and tools.  
  
Cast Your Anchor   
Kits, supplies, and tools; based in Canada so shipping 
is a little longer.  
  
Model Expo 
Nautical hobby shop, extensive ship kits, parts, tools, 
and supplies  
  
Modelers Central  
Kits, supplies, plans, and tools  
 
Muncle Mikes 
A collector-run hobby shop built around diecast cars, 
hands-on projects, and useful collector information. 
  
Seaworthy Small Ships 
Kits are geared towards new and younger modelers. 
 

Syren Ship Model Fittings and Supplies 
Ship model kits, parts, and scale fittings. 
 

Wooden Model Ship Kit 
Ship model kits, parts, and scale fittings. 
 

Tools  
Byrnes Model Machines  
Top of the Line micro-saws, sanders, and other tools  
  
Contenti Jewelry Supply   
Jewelry tools, fair prices on hand tools, cheap and 
quality versions of most tools. 
  
MicroMark 
Small tool specialist; a small selection of ship kits, and 
ship modelling supplies. 
 

UMM-USA   
Modeling tools for plastic and wood models  

Razor Blade Company   
Cutting blades and handles  
 

Materials  
Cards of Wood    
Thin veneer and plywood  
  
Constantines’s Wood Center   
Wood veneers plus Rockler-like tools and supplies.  
  
National Balsa   
Wood supplier, airplane centric but good stock of  
dimensional strips, sheets, and substantial number of 
blocks in diverse types of wood. It may have a $50 
minimum order.  
  
Northeastern Scale Lumber    
Wood and fabricated wood for models, doll houses, 
and railroad layouts  
  
Saunders Midwest Products    
Balsa, basswood and more – strips, sheets, and 
dowels. Also, beginner boat kits  
  
Parts  
Flags of the World   
Info about all types of flags but not a source of 
nautical  
modeling flags   
  
J.T. Sitek Props  
Scale model ships propellers.  
 

Graphics  
Shapeways  
3d printing company with parts for units ranging 
from complete ships to figureheads. Also does 
custom work. 
 
 

 

https://www.agesofsail.com/
https://www.bluejacketinc.com/
https://www.castyouranchorhobby.com/
https://modelexpo-online.com/
https://www.modelerscentral.com/
https://munclemikes.com/
https://www.seaworthysmallships.com/
https://syrenshipmodelcompany.com/
https://www.woodenmodelshipkit.com/
https://www.byrnesmodelmachines.com/
https://contenti.com/
https://www.micromark.com/
https://umm-usa.com/onlinestore/index.php
https://www.razorbladeco.com/
https://www.cardsofwood.com/
https://www.constantines.com/
https://www.nationalbalsa.com/
https://www.northeasternscalelumber.com/products.html
https://saundersmidwest.com/midwest-products/
https://www.crwflags.com/fotw/flags/
http://www.gsitek-props.co.uk/default.asp
https://www.shapeways.com/marketplace/miniatures/ships


Local Sources 
ABC Imaging  
77 Klamath St. Denver  
303-573-5757 
Large & small format copying, B&W printing 
 

Art Parts Creative Resource Center 
3080 Valmont Road, Boulder 
720-379-5328  
Contributed used arts stuff you get for cheap, from 
chalk to sewing machines, and more. 
 

Austin Hardwoods of Denver  
975 W Mississippi Ave, Denver  
303-733-1292  
 

Colpar/Hobbytown – two locations  
Aurora Location 
1915 S Havana St, Aurora, CO 
303-341-0414 
Lakewood Location 
3355 S Wadsworth Blvd, Lakewood, CO  
303-988-5157 
These are good local hobby shops that have a selection 
of wood ship kits, supplies, and tools.  
 

Guirys 
Multiple locations  
303-412-6522  
Art supplies and house paints 
 

Hobby Lobby 
Multiple locations  
Arts and craft supplies 
 

Laird Plastics  
10004 E 45th Ave, Denver, CO 
866-292-9090  
For plastic case covers ask for Tracy 

Meininger Art Supply  
499 Broadway, Denver  
303-698-3838  
Paints, brushes, tools, paper, and more 
 

Michael’s  
Multiple locations  
Arts and crafts supplies 
 

Plasticare  
4211 S Natches Ct Suite K, Englewood, CO  
303-781-1171  
Plastic supplier/resin with customer shop. can do 
acrylic fabrication & laser engraving. 
 

Reynolds Advanced Materials  
3920 Grape Street, Denver  
303-399-0202  
Clays, resins, silicone, and more 
 

Rocky Mountain Train Supply  
6060A W 55th Ave, Arvada, CO  
303-456-6702 
Only model-train store in Denver, broad selection of 
supplies, strip wood, details, scenic supplies. 
 

Rockler Woodworking and Hardware  
2553 S Colorado Blvd, Denver, CO  
303-782-0588  
Home base for wood, tools, and supplies  
 

Thinker Tinker Workshop 
3735 Ames St. Wheat Ridge, CO 80212 
303-748-9180 
A building and creative space for all ages 
 
Woodcraft of Colorado  
6770 S Peoria Street, Centennial  
303-290-0007  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.abcimaging.com/denver
https://www.artpartsboulder.org/
https://austinhardwoods.com/
https://www.hobbytown.com/aurora-co/l45
https://www.hobbytown.com/lakewood-co/l44
https://www.guirys.com/
https://www.hobbylobby.com/
https://lairdplastics.com/denver/
https://www.meininger.com/denver-location/
https://www.michaels.com/
https://www.plasticareinc.com/
https://www.reynoldsam.com/denver/
https://rockymountaintrainsupply.com/
https://www.rockler.com/denver-store
https://thinkertinkerworkshop.com/
https://www.woodcraft.com/


Arsenal Modelist 
Olivier Bello’s ship modeling site features forty-three short tutorials, closeups of his fine work and building logs. 
 

Bottled Ship Builder  
This is a forum that is all about ships in bottles and miniature buildings. Information for anyone interested in 
ships in bottles and miniatures. 
 

DeAgostini Model Space  
A British commercial site selling kits and tools with a forum filled with build logs of large models. 
 

Model Ship World 
The Nautical Research Guild operates this large comprehensive site. It is a major forum with build logs and 
responses to modeler’s questions. Also access shop notes, tips, techniques, and research. 
 

Dry Dock Modeler 
Dry Dock Modeler is an international forum which aims to encompass all aspects of building model ships and 
boats.  
 

Model Ship Builder 
This website has a popular forum with over 1900 members and an extensive group of building logs. They also 
sponsor group builds and provide an opportunity for members to place articles. The site also has archived issues 
of “Warships and Workboats” and “MSB Journal.” 
 

Model Ship Building Secrets   
This is an English blog with a directory, “50 of the Best Model Ship Building Sites”. 
 
Model Ship World 
The Nautical Research Guild operates this large comprehensive site. It is a major forum with build logs and 
responses to modeler’s questions. Also access shop notes, tips, techniques, and research. 
 

Nautical Research Guild 
Official website for this premier ship building organization. There are articles, links, and NRG news.  
 

Ships of Scale 
This website provides a forum and build logs from around the world, though it is an English language site 
headquartered in the USA. It was never associated with the now-defunct Ships In Scale magazine; those are the 
intellectual property of the Nautical Research Guild. 
 

Wooden Ship Modeling for Dummies (aka Naval Model Making for Dummies)  
The site contains illustrated photos (three thousand) and videos (two hundred). However, unless you pay to 
subscribe, you may only access a limited amount of this instructional material. Those unrestricted tutorials are 
certainly worth exploring.  
 

Selected Informational Resources for Model Builders 

https://www.arsenal-modelist.com/index.php?page=accueil
https://www.bottledshipbuilder.com/
https://forum.deagostini.us/
https://modelshipworld.com/
https://drydockmodeler.com/
http://www.modelshipbuilder.com/
https://www.modelshipbuildingsecrets.com/resources.html
https://modelshipworld.com/
https://www.thenrg.org/
https://shipsofscale.com/sosforums/
https://shipmodeling.ca/
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